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\""smn work on “Vapor Trails” in °

.-

he first thing you hear
are the drums, an explo-
sion of pent-up rhythm.
A buzzing guitar roars to ,
life next. Then the bass gets
down to business, and a familiar
voice sings:
A certain measure of innocence
Willing to appear naive
A certain degree of imagina-
tion

A measure of make-belteve

So begins “One Little Victory,”
the opening track on Rush’s lat-
est album, “Vapor Trails.” From
the get-go, one message comes
across loud and clear: The Cana-
dian power trio is not only back,

ibut:back t§ cerebral hard-rock
basics.

“This was a tough record to
make,” said bass-playing lead vo-
calist Geddy Lee. “It was a very
emotional time for us. But I'm
pleased with the result.”

“Vapor Trails” is Rush’s 17th
studio effort. Six years have
passed since the release of the
band’s last album of all-new ma-
terial, “Test for Echo.”

In the interim, the Toronto- *

based group took an extended hi-

atus while drummer and chief

lyricist Neil Peart dealt with

back-to-back tragedies. His teen-

age daughter was killed in a

1997 car crash. Less than a year
" later, his wife died of cancer.

For Peart, the road to emo-
tional recovery included a mo-
torcycle ride across North Amer-
ica. The experience is chronicled
in a néw song, “Ghost Rider,”
and in a new book of the same ti-
tle, penned by Peart.

He got back together with Lee
and guitarist Alex Lifeson to

January 2001.

“There wasn't any script,” Lee
said, checking in by phone this
week before a concert in Boston.

“We knew we wanted this re-
cord to be related to us as a
three-piece again, in terms of the
architecture of the sound. And
we knew we wanted it to have a
positive spirit. . . . But there were
S0 many unknowns.

ANDREW MACNAUGHTAN | ATLANTICRECORDS

* The veteran rockers of Rush — from left, Alex Lifeson, Geddy Lee and Neil Peart — took along
break and overcame personal tragedy before recording “Vapor Trails,” their 17th studio album.
"We've found ourselves again,” Lee says.
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CONCERT PREVIEW
Rush

‘What: Canadian power trio returns
touting “Vapor Trails,” its first new al-
bum in six years.
‘When: 7:30 p.m. Monday.
Gund Arena, East Sixth Sllul
on Road, Cleveland.
$35-360 at the box office and

“We just started jamming,
which {8 how we've always
started our songwriting sessions.
It's all about spontaneous mo-
ments. You kind of play out your
emotions through your fingers.”

While Rush was on break, Lee
recorded & solo album, “My Fa-
vorite Headache.” It came out in
2000.

During the making of “Vapor
Trails,” which dragged on for
more than a year, Lifeson laid
down a ground rule: No synthe-
sizers.

“I tried to break the rule a few
times,” Lee said, laughing. “But
we ended up sticking to it.

“It's % direction we've been
moving in for quite some time,
starting  with  ‘Counterparts’
{Rush’s 1993 album]). ‘Test for
Echo’ was a little more stripped
down. When I was mixing ‘Dif-
ferent Stages — Live' [a three-
CD, career-spanning set of con-
cert highlights, released in
1998), in particular the parts
from 1978, I really liked the way
the band sounded as a three-
plece.

“When we sat down to do ‘Va-
por Trails,’ Alex felt very strongly
we should resist all temptation
to use keyboards. It enabled us
to get some more melody in
there by having me use my voice
in different ways and by getting
Alex to orchestrate his guitar
parts differently.”

The new album has “a nice
edge to it,” said Lee, 49. “I'm
pleased with the rock element —
and the layers of melody.”

Rush performs Monday at
Gund Arena, one of the last stops
on a 63-date North American
tour,

see RUSHIS

Aftera hlatus Canadian band getting back to hard-rock basics
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(ROl THIS TIME, DON'T WAIT!
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THE TRIUMPHANT RETURN OF “A PHENOMENON!"

THE NEW YORK TIMES
OPENS TUESDAVY!
NOVEMBER 5-10
STATE THEATRE
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