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And now you've got it.
Our Channel One TV magazine just
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Now you'll know whal's on TV. 24
hours a day. seven days a week And
Channel One has VCR Plus
programming codes. only in The Post
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May 30 - May 31 - June 1
Coney Island

Fun for all ages! Rain or Shine!
Adults only $5 - Parking Included

Information: 531-0050

@

The Community Press

THe Post

Rush still a rockin’ force
two decades after ‘2112’

By Michae! Mehle
Howard News Service

ven with 2] years’ worth of hindsight, one
must wonder, “What was Rush thinking?”"
‘The year was 1976, and the Canadian trio
‘was treading water after its third album. Things
‘were 50 bleak, the band dubbed its U S. concert
dates the Down the Tubes Tour.
So how did the three members hope to right
thelr nnklng ship? They wrote “2113,” devoting an

uce music in an
oppressive, cultureless society.
The idea hardly had “hit” written all over it —
even for 1976 — but it turned the tables for Rush.
‘The slburn no\ only made cult
the threesome, it
ERT also asuh“shed new rules by
SPOTLIGHT which they would rock for an-
other two decades. Namely,
RUSH the three members would do
things their wny, which has
“An Evening with meant lenzlh tricate rock
passages marl by Tt
musicianship -nd lyrics that
lean toward v:lenee fiction, lit-
erature and
“If (‘21 12') Iudn l worked,
‘we probably wouldn't be here
today,” guitarist and founder
Alex Lifeson sald on the phone
recently trom Vancouver, Brit-
ish Columbia. "We were pretty
(angry) when we made that re-
cord. We dldn't have much support on the other
albums, and we were bucking a trend.
“But we've had a lot of freedom, and that comes
&om some chances earlier on, making the
8t the right time. We were lucky with
'nm 'hlc!wu 80 strong that early in our histo-
ry. That gave us veto power. We could do whatever
we wanted after that.”

And the fans have followed. Over 26 years and
16 studio albums, Rush has remained one o( the
most consistent bets in the business. When a Rush
album is released, it immediately shoots into the
‘Top 10 — then quickly slides off the charts — after
a half million or so fans finish their stampede to
the stores.

The support remained consistent through the
‘band’s salad days of the urly ‘w: ("Permment
‘Waves,” “Moving Pictures”
menumetﬂnmyodmmlumutmdpoumu

tar-bass-drums approach for keyboard directed
adventures in the late ‘80s.

But now that the band has turned back to its
rmu—hu rock mix on its latest album, “Test
or

Lawn $21.50.
Information:
562-4949.

Echo,” it is also acknowledging its progressive
past in concert, playing the first side of “2112" in
its ent

‘The current touring show’s concept — nnrly
three hours with Rush and no opening act — has
‘been a long time coming for the band’s faithful
fans. But how close did the three members come
to quitting before the album or tour ever hap-

Spend “An Evening with Rush"* next Wi sday ni
ler.

Riverbend Music Cents

Lifeson admitted the thought of hanging it up
wasn't far from his mind as the group started
work on “Test for Echp.”

The combo had taken its longest hiatus, an 18-
month break, while bassist Geddy Lee took time
off fcr a new child, drummer Nell Peart worked on
a tribute to Buddy Rich and Lifeson completed the
tirst project dubbed “Victor.” Reconvening Rush
‘wasn't so easy.

Said Lifeson: “There are times when you come
off the road completely burnt out, and you have
these hts. I think this was different.

::::mt!nil that if this is the end, then that's tho end;

-
“'But after we had our coffee out on the stoop
and u.l.ked for a couple of days — about where we
going as individuals, what we wanted out of
thabmd.whuwehapodlodo things s!
going really quickly. It ended up as the best writ.
ing session we ever had.”

Lifeson was particularly pumped because gul-
tars had moved back to the forefront after a long
stretch in which had taken over. Songs
such as “Time and Motion” and the title tune are
charged with tndamrk I-lon and Lifeson’s
searing, distorted

“I hear guitars on this record the way I always
wanted to hear them,” said Lifeson, who admitted
the late ‘80s were a
felt like an sccompanying musician.

For Lifeson, more guitars means more Rush.

He recognizes other bands hive come and gone
like lead singers in Van Halen 'hua Rush has kept
cranking out the albums.
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