THE 1991 BASSIST OF THE YEAR




hen the first “Special Edition” of Bass Player hit the newsstands in
late 1988, the cover artist was Geddy Leée. early three years
later, the winner of our first Bassist Of Th péll is Geddy Lee.
T Like a good bass line, this result has reassuring symmetry: Geddy
was one of the first rock bassists to be the ajor band, and
his enduring role as the frontman of Rush|has pfovided constant,

visible proof that the bass player is no longer just “the fat Loy in the

back” (to borrow a phrase from another high—profile -:1‘_: 1 Gecldy
has gamered many honors in his long career, incl l shrine in\Guitar P/ayer's
Gallery Of The 'i es ut he remains modest and

GEDDI LFE|

Of The Year, he

2. Muzz Skillings

d irst Bassist
at’sive ying, and it
to t people who

3 Bi]ly S]leellan reauy means a lot.
4. (tie) Stuart Hamm
. Will Lee voted for me—1I hop vegite Interestingly,
6. (tie) Flea
Marcus Miller Lee won this honor dutin i f low v1s1])1]1ty
T John Patitucci
9. Michael Manring Since late last year, the e h have been at

: 10 :Victor Wooten R T T e

* Sorry, Special Edition 1 is out of print and no longer available.
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. As EDITOR, I ENJOYED TRACKING THE RESULTS AND READING THE
_comments enclosed with many of the ballots. Since I can’t
_ respond personally to each letter, I'd like to thank everyone
- who took the time to write. You can be sure that I read every
_ letter, and I appreciate your suggestions (even the rude ones).
- On the question of whether we should continue to have a
| vote for a single “inspirational” player or establish multiple
| categories, the sentiment was split right down the middle. (Not
:goinrg to make this easy for us, are you?) Many readers
. applauded the decision to try something different, but others
. complained it was just too hard to narrow it down to one
. player. The debate continues: we haven’t decided what to do
| mext year, so feel free to send in more ideas.
. Many of the ballots were accompanied by long, passionate
. letters describing why the player named deserved to be Bassist
Of The Year. Some of these were quite moving, especially when
‘they praised the inspiration provided by a local player or
teacher, someone who was not likely to get more than one vote.
. For that reason, we decided to print the name of every bassist
. who received a vote as well as listing the top vote-getters.
Every musician listed should feel proud that he or she provided
inspiration to a fellow bassist.
What did we learn from this? It wasn't startling that Geddy
Lee won, or that established players like Billy Sheehan, Stuart
Hamm, Will Lee, and Marcus Miller received strong support. It
_was surprising to see the energetic outpouring for Muzz
Skillings and to watch Flea, Michael Manring, and Victor
Wooten pile up votes. Seeing such innovative—and
diverse—players make the top ten demonstrates the incredible
 flexibility of the electric bass. (I'm sure Leo Fender would be |
pleased.) Acoustic bassists weren’t left out, either: John
~ Patitucci—noted for his Akoustic and Elektric skills—led the
upright contingent, and the list of vote-getters included such
- masters as Ron Carter, Charlie Haden, Dave Holland, and Milt
_Hinton.
~ The biggest surprise was the universality of the poll: ballots
were mailed in from all over the world, and more than 200
bassists received votes. This proves, once again, that the bass is
not a look-at-me instrument, but one that brings out the
~admirable qualities of selflessness and mutual support in its
players. On behalf of the BP staff, I'd like to thank everyone
- who voted—you’ve inspired us.
—Jim Roberts
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