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Cowboy Junkies
Keep Control
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Similarly, Canadian rock band Rush
has remained a CanRock constant. Atter
|7 years of countless albums, videos and
tours, it has long surpassed The Guess
Who, BTO, The Band and Max Webster
as the frozen tundra’s reipning king. The
I.'l-C'.Ifll.l |]H"| i'\-"E‘I.J'l'L'['I ||."‘-L'|= (4] ]"l_' an I||[L'1;'h|‘i'||
|1.if| ‘I'Il. LW E'_‘l"ll.l."ri'.tl{'ll'l."i. I"I.'E.'“Tl:l t:ﬂ:ll]'l!l._'-
tions, outlasting hundreds of others.

“The key is adapration,” says drum-
mMer ill:l{] I'l'f!'l.'i:"il HL'E'. l:ll'-'“‘.. LY ER []IL'
phone from the Chateau Frontenac in
Quecbec City, which he says is one of
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a hull of artificiality in success,
and unless you remain selt-
aware, self-effacing and wary
of 1ts trappings, chances are
vou'll create strife and tension
among band members thart just
gets in the way of advancing
musically. You've gor to try
and stay as mentally well-bal-
anced as possible, I'm thankful
that our success has been a
j,’_l'ill'.l'llull I_'|||I'||.'|' ;"'H.] I [hlllk ||I.'|:|.
we've been able to maimntain
an even keel better than others
because of it. | often wonder
what would have happened to
me |'Ii'lli.l I':.'IIHI"I ]"L"L"I'li'll.ﬂ.' an
overnight success like Guns N
Roses. There's a good chance
we might not still be together.

“Fame, you see, is an empty
state of being,™ he contnues. “You
have to protect your privacy to a
certain extent, and [ do, some-
nmes just o stay sane. For
instance, if | have to po w Africa and ride my
bake to be alone, [ will. [ just finished a bike
trip to Istanbul before we started this tour.
If I don't do these things, [ find myself crapped
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knows, mavbe I'll end up writ-
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Roper Waters. Although he does
it quite eloquently, it's pretty

depressing stuff. For Rush, the pursuit of hap-
piness is very important. | find it 2 very under-
rated activity.”

Rush’s new album, Roll The Bones,
revolves around Peart's notion of
chance. He recalls sitting in his cottape
in the Laurentians with his notes from
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when he suddenly realized how fate had
couched the group’s enormous career.
“Chance is a very serious thing,” he says.
“1 mean, we've accomplished a lor of
this through discipline and hard work,
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Rush's Neil Paart:
“wa don't bring o
serralior vlice
testers fo decide

what songs are

suitable far

mass appggly’

to be directly related o good luck

to successfully rolling the bones. That
day in my cottage, | found myself ask-
g very important questions: “Why has
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band members? Why has our success
not jaded us? Why am [ here?' | real-
ized that there are no answers. The key,
however, 15 in not asking what we can'rt
do abour it — fate and chance — bur
what we can do abour ir.

“A skeleton of good intentions has
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not growing pompous and self-satsfied.
But a lot of bands have lived by these
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become half as successful as us. Grear
bands, too, We'd h:rin;;_ Max Webster
and FM on the road with us in the
States, but for some reason, they just
never took off. Why? | mean, we're nor
like Bon Jowvi
of market testers to decide what songs
are suitable for mass appeal — we just
write the music that we like and for some

we don't bring a pancl

reason millions of people listen to it
I'm Hlummeoxed by this. To me, it's what
Roll The Bones is about. If any listener
can figure out more than whar ['ve
already laid down in the words, let me
know. It's a never-ending search,
bt I'r.'||1l-c|_v, it's one that [ wouldn't
give up for anything.”
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