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Roll The Bones With RUSH An Interview with GEDDY LEE

by Jon Epsieln, Assoclate Edilor

Rush’s music has been the soundtrack for my e
for the past 17 years. That's a wery long time for
anything to keep my attention, For most other things,
| have an attention span of about fifteen minulas -
lops.

| first bocame aware of Rush's music through my
friend Dawe, with whom | uvsed 1o cruise anound
Calumbus, (in the early 1970's); slamming Liftle Kings
and Estening to eighi-track tapes. One of the tapes
wa listonod to a lol, was a vanous arisis thing he had
mada himsall, which contained the Rush song, “in Tha
End”. That was the only Rush song | had ever heard,
but i was enough 1o convince me that they were a
band to be reckoned with,

album, it takes me awhile 1o appreciate the good
things, because all | can see are the litile details that
ara laft unkepl. We can be dangarously obsessive at
times. It can ba a negalive tunnal; that obsassion for
detaill, This album had a real flow 1o it. A real sirong,
affortless flow - although wa spant a long time writing,
probably kongar than we've aver spent writing. Wa
spant tan weeks writing and rahearsing, which is
why the recording went so quickly.*
I;lu:mhhpnn;nl, I Eﬂlﬁﬂﬁd that len weeks wasn't
res at a of time to nd writing so
- on the caliber of Rush's work. 5 gl
"l guass not,” Geddy repled. "When wa ware a
yaungar band, | dont think wa really appreciaied that

"I think that it's a credit to Neil that he has been able to
go from being a writer of broad abstractions, to being a
writer of personal abstractions. I've noticed that most of
the great writers I've met are much meore comfortable
bearing their souls on paper, as opposed to face-to-face.”

-Geddy Lee

The naxt time | heard Rush, was on my other
friend Walter's ice cream truck, which | had hitched a
ride on one day, trying 1o alude the palice... wall,
ancugh of that story. They're probably still looking for
me. Nevertheless, that day was the kind of day that
sort of sticks with you. Which it did, along with Rush,

Rush has recorded 17 albums in a career that has
spanned the batter part of two decades, and are now
entering their third, In all that time, thera has only
been one parsonnel change, and thal was in 1he aarly
soventies. Those seventeen albums have coverad a
fot of musical territory, but always seem 1o ullimataly
be Rush, This is a hard concept fo try o explain - you
know a new Hush song by hearing the first few
measures. s a rademark sound thal no other band
in the history of rock music has ever baen abla to re-
produca.

I recanily spoke with Rush bassist / keyboardist 7
vocalist Geddy Lee about the bands new album,
Boll Tha Bonas. | askad him how ha felt about the news
atbum.

“Al the momant, F'm pretty pleased with 8, he told
ma. "How long that will last, nobody knows (laughs).
I'm pleased with the way the band has been able fo
stroamling the sound over the past couple of records.
I think it*s: a positive change. 'm also plaased with tha
way wo've bean able to utiize a stronger sense of
melody and vocal harmony. | don't ke every minute
of it, but | Bke most of . Whaen you look back at a
record you've just finished, A's very hard 10 sea
whatl's successiul. Most often, you see where you've
fallen short. 's human nature; whan you look in the
mirror, you donl see whal looks great, you sea tha
blemishas. That's the way | fasl whoen we finksh an

the songwriting part was the most important pan. It
always seamed 1o ba the playing. The longer wa'ra
logether as a band, the more we appreciate the time
wa allow for songwriting. From our sensibility at the
moment, i the songwriting isn1 thare, then thare's
nodhing thare. That's the area we're most fascinated
with al the moment.®

| asked Geddy if the thrill of playing live shows
had changead ovar tha yaars,

“k's always a good fesling, and with a band like
us, it's cerainly & challange. I's never boring up
thera, lal me tell ya; you really feel thal you've earnad
that baer at the end of tha night. Yet, from a personal
paint of view, the real reason o keep going is the
songwriting. That's the fascinating pan.”

Rush has one of the most stable audiences in
rock music, | asked Geddy how he saw the audience
responding to the band over the past few years. The
bands nawer matarial seems 1o ba grested with an
almosi casual acceptance, while the older matarial
still brings the avdience 10 thair faet, roaring their

al.

"It's hard 1o analyze that sort of thing when you're
in the band locking out, You look at it as everybody is
going to have a lavorite time period for a band, |
cartainly do for the bands | like. They become
markars, real ime-posts in your life. | don know if
thera's an accurate word to describe what it is.
Whataver it is, it represents way more than the song
itael. i represents ‘a lot of what you were going
through whan you into that band. Thare's also an
innocence altached to this kind of thing. It sirikes a
:I_EJH chord of recognition within people for differant
time periods. The clder fans can appreciate the newer

material, but it probably doesnt mean as much to
them, because their lives are in a different place.
Also, a band like ours that has gone through so many
stylistic changes, pick up and lose fans with evary
album, Sometimes more come and lass go, and
somatimes i's the other way around, s all fine with
ma, bacause it's what makaes my life interesting and |
really touch wood and am thankful that we have boan
givan the opportunity to have an audience that has
bean open o what we've been up o0.”

MNeil Peart, Rush's drummer and lyricist, is
considered by many to be mbﬂ tha bast writers in
the history of rock music. | asked Geddy how he felt
about Mails' lyrics.

"I think that t's a cradit 1o Mail that he has baan
able to go from being a writer of broad abstractions, to
baing a writer of personal abstractions. Adding his
point of view, and not being alraid 1o talk about some
ol his innar fealings has been a bold slep for him, and
ona | think thal hasn gone unnoticed to & cortakn
level of listenars. I've noticed that most of the great
writers I've maet are much more comfortable baaring
their souls on papar, as opposed to face-to-face. |
think that thera is a porioen ol our fan-base that
prafers it whaen MNeil is talking about science fiction
musing and throwing a lol of high-tech varbiage
around, but 'm sure that there are just as many who
prafar tha mone human side of his work as well"

Most Rush fans | know have one Fush album,
and it varies from parson to person, that they
considar the bands bast work, | was curious about
which album, or albums Geddy felt the sirongest
about,

"I'm not asked that question very oftan. My
favorite album iz almost an impossible quastion to
answer, because what | recall when | look back at
records ara somalimes things that have very litile fo
do with the music. They represant diffarent tima
periods in my lile. Our albums, for me, are time
capsules; they freaze a time parod of my fe on vinyl.
it's sort of a fringe benefit... and a fringe nightmarae of
my job. Wihen | look back on our workl in terms of the
albums that give me a satisfying feeling, | would have
te say Moving Piclyres is one of them; Power
Windows, Permanent Waves, and 2112, of course,
was a real armval record for us,®

With Boll The Bones, Rush has proven once
again that artistic success and integrity can
somelimes go hand in hand. If the band stopped
recording tomorrow, they will have left one of the most
imprassive collected works in tha history of rock
music. |, for one, hopa that they continua for as long
as thay ramain satisfied with thadr work.

Ba sure 15 cateh Rall The Bones Tour live in
Clevaland on Sunday, Movembar 17th at Richfield
Coltsaum,
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