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DENNY CARMASSI

When Heart needed to change drommers a few vears back,
they were looking for someone with the power of a heavy
metal drummer who could also be sensitive to ballads, Denny
Carmassi fit the bill perfectly, and he and the group have gone
on to their biggest success,

by Rick Mattingly ....... R ER b )

STUART NEVITT

While his group, Shadowfax, is often labeled “New Age, " for
drummer/ percussionist Swuart Nevitt that label is much too
restrictive. He discusses the background that has enabled him
to combine a variety of influences into his distinctive style.
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HARRY STINSON

Maost visible as the drummer with Steve Earle's band, the
Dukes, and as a Nashville session plaver, Harry Stinson's
activities as a background singer, producer, and songwriter
give him insights that add denlh 1o his drumming.

by Robyn Flans . ....... —
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A few months ago, Neil Peart decided that he had too many drumsets, and he wanted to give three of them away. A
contest was held in which drummers were invited to submit a tape of a two-minute drum solo. From the 1,767 tapes
that were received, Neil selected Jack Hess, Wayne Killius, and Mark Feldman to receive drumsets. We are happy

 to present their winning solos on this Sound Supplement. (Neil also awarded a fourth prize, consisting of a set of
cymbals, to Mikel Masters. But Masters requested that his solo not be included on the Soundsheet.)

Age: 18
Age started playing drums: 11

Hometown: Indianapolis, Indiana

Music education: Middle school and high school instruction; pri-
vate instruction from Sam Withrow; currently attending Ball State
University

Musical experience: High school jazz band, 4 years; High school
marching band, 4 years; All-State Jazz Ensemble, 1985 and ’86; 15
First-Division ratings at State solo and ensemble contests
Influences: Father, Neil Peart, Omar Hakim, Sam Withrow, Don
Lain, Sandra Butz

Primary musical styles: Rock, Fusion, Reggae

Neil’s comments: ‘“This entry is very original, in that he spiced up
his performance by triggering occasional synthesizer sounds. He
was one of a few entrants to think of this—a very imaginative
idea—but he was the one to carry it off the best. He obviously spent
a great deal of time working on this piece, and the work pays off in
the tightness and integrity of the whole performance. The playing
is first-rate, the rhythms are very modern, and the dynamics are
effectively varied both by touch and by some tasteful rim playing.
Overall, it’s an excellent piece of music, which is very satisfying to
listen to.””




