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impressive and his
behaviour quite refined.
Hints of Fawity and the
Major!

I'malittle taken aback,
since Id anticipated finding
the blond axeman

more exhausted
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from previous page
that it won't be long before
Alex and the rest of the
band start to feel the strain
of on-the-road e

e agreed: "It's great at

Rush show got underway an
they opened with a vibrant 'ng(
Of Raio’ This was follow

grows very,very fast so overy two
months | look different anyway. |
Just et uting tand n act

Xerrangl: Didyou ee hatt
s becoming tougher to sustain
ihe atiention o your audences

m Sawyer'and Free Wil fike italot shorter. You canonly  from a visual point of view
cotorto | ced:Amiebl. yean oot
just dress

haven'tplayed for a while
andso s good o actualy
be back on tour, But
Cvernualy take 10l Aﬂer
three months you beg

that inthe
stores and that most of it would be
aired tonight;

He did not i, and aside from
“Losing It the trfo performed the
entire album. Best of the new

unch were ‘The Weapon',
“Chemisiry’ and ‘Subdivisions’

youdontrealy enoy which eature lovercolliord
ometimes yo accompaniment. Rush are now
Jouresl stingina treesing Smeloiings ot more fims during
foom their gigs, all
andallyou ealiywantiodo - work o goo
ssleepor goand vegelate _ The restof the
comprised mateialrom Moving
Pictures’ as well as the odd tune

tage
Cot oo e packs
Tothese ears the latest

confess that prior to hearing
ity nerestin Rushhad

waned. 3 aways been
keen lollawerc ‘he band
up until'

fromPermanent Waves'
togetherwih “The Trees ‘and
feart’. Old tunes.
are confined toa medlev atthe
endof the set that features 2112,
Xanadu', Vila Siragnato’ and ‘i

LNl e ot

broughitloahaltwit XYZ: he
sole encore piece. Overall it

)
but sadly | found that record
et

Interest in the Canadian trio
ind after a few spins |
‘eagerly awaited Seeing
them on stage again. [ was
fortunate enough to team
roup in
maha, Nebraska to catch
one of the he early datesofthe

MAHA lies deep in
the mid-west of
America and Rush

cityat four

fows smootny without leadingto

ny
i st pacer well.
declres gutaris Lisson'as we
chatafter ihe show “nfact
i est set we've ever

Up'andt tolet
dgwn atany poini
Tagree with Alex but at the
same time | can envisage thata
otof Rush fans might be a ltte
disappointed that there isn't more
older material. How does he feel

“Well,

inDes anes, rawa
By the time
e Cowuam
eariy in the afternoon the road

evening's concert while the band
caugntup ona e siecp beck at
the hotel.

peopl hear us d
more old stuff but there is a limit
1o what you can actualy play
during atwo-hour set. Now we
wantio play a lot more of the
newer materil from ‘Permanent

ates onand i fees good dong
the fresher

e i

rig

Was being assembled and f was
plain to see that Rush we

Ingona Hghy specsacaar
Visual display. But then, don't
they al

‘ventually messrs Peart, Lee
and Lifeson arrived fora
soundcheck and listening to them

‘along much better now that some
@ older, longer pieces aren't
there anymore. Also the stfow
itself has a totaly different feel to
e band has a different

dspenmng uponthe st min.

keyboards but a lot of the new

Poarthave shod cropped bamets
andits only Geddy who has

Onthe last tour | was able to
spend 60°% ofthe tme runing
o

e s ok st ies
anyway," laughs Alex. “I'm only
joking.

I think you have 1o be conscious

static and therefore try to make
the visuals a bit more happening.”

“You can get used to being liked.,
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HORTLY afterwards,
‘Geddy himself enters the
room; Athough e may

Tun through a few new tun
enough to convince me that we'd
beinforareat. Happiy | wasn'

£ certainly seem to be

man on
1

beamuch qme'er character and
s in fairy

an
safely say that Ive never

changes T

e =

you'd b
‘playing as much keyboards as
You are when you first started?
ot really. When  intially

= T e
Britain next sprin
The evenmg Kicked offwith

aboutthe

nted

én the b
Bltai e guitaristoutthe
quintessential HM guitar

whom fronically Rush had

r axs is
hairis very short aimost short

heir early
American outings. The Irish

el el and tie—

with the
cellent

‘warm-up for the headiiners.
Shorty after nine o'clock, the

image?
“[don't really know. My hair

e b of
films in their: il shnws

o
but the thing is that | like writing
onkeyboards and |

gatinto using them Moro.and
hat there are a lot of

Ioad of action from us. So it helps.
0 keep the

Somewhere interesting 10.go to—
it's helping us mould our sound
into something different than it
was before. And | think ts a real
bonus. s one hellof a challenge
Sieae BRI I o 0w

people interested.”

using
Keyboards,




yourselfa
beer “thinking
“No, I'msillverymuchinthe  man's HM'and has aiways been
dabting sage. Pumeress
Does the

ont reauy
Bretond natFaen p\ay Ican write
S0l lines and melocies and piay
i Chord pattems which i
realy s aH Ineed. | cer\amly dont
hay

come info your mind when you're
wiiting?

‘As much as we write for
ourselves, it's a natural instinct to

inga
Keity Emerson or anyihing e

Have you found yourself writing.

peopl togo
beyond hatdont tink were
Very conscious of t. 'New
Man' (1he currentsingle) wouldrt
have been on therecord f we

dealing with quality which s again
jown {0 value for money.

0 you were actually loft with
{Blrininutes to i on Sirais?
butat the same fime

e uleer than mostrook LP's

are cut sowe coul

proabiy o ot Whati really
iled down to | think was that

we'd worked so hard at getting all

these slick sounds that we were

alinthe mood o put sometring

“Even more, yeah. But even
before played keyboards | st
Wrote more on gutar than bass,

simply because even though the
bass s good instrumant o write

:

el WG et tara sty
stritidoas on haw long an aibum

should be and | hink thal's an
important thing to remember.

i the o e whole songtook
one day to write and recor
foodtoputsomething oeine
iike

Backiracking a litle, what made
cide (0 put another live:

“Iguess there were a whole
lotof reasons. One was that we
feltoutlive sound had changed
ich that we figured we
needed to update it on record. |
mean ‘All The Worlds

>
@
i

device to geta sort of hiatus
betwt

of being a successful band
there's more and mors
pressure to stay the same and
thatis very dangerous. It leads
1o compiacency and petty
s00n you end up churning out
he'same bulstt album afer

people like i’s easy to go and
do [t again but to me that's
ick.”

That suggests that you're
very much against the idea of
following formulas.

Most di ehmle\yand\mmk
well continue to be that way."

Does tever become a worry
as 0 how you fans willreact (o
the changes?

i Imeanyou
usedto people o whatyou
doand there s a il fear that

n you do somethin
different that everyone's gonna
putihe thumbs down on i, You
can got us

wanted that. We wanted to
have a longer gap between
albums s that we could do
some writing on our own.”

e 93p was fary pratacted
muugn didntitgeta
frusirating
G S bit and  thinkthat's
art of the reason we started
iaiing oo fhe mixing of Ext
it dow
andtiscuss dong's Hve album

hata kind of dangeraus 1o,

Butat the same time if what
jou'te doing is experimental
Ut good then people wil il
fike

Does it surprise you that your
audience comprises a strong
faction of the hardcore denim

cause | guess we've
grown upin the schoolofa

power trio and even though we
do things that are diferent and

that's
you'e stuck win . [ hate o

insome waysm
aimost sory we g

7o you consclousof goi
oo i “Sign
“Definitely. t was a v
‘conscious effort 1o make this
‘album sound different than
anything we've ever: sone We
gotaitlle scared of bei
Complacent andifaling o ut
Recording became semi

Moving Pictures
Decayse tht Kindof agana

stillan
sk tatin ot i
Even though our music m

have changed thore's i 2ot
of p

there was a danger of
Geting ke that but we realsed
that making it wasi't going to
be easy and thal brought us
down'o earth. You

didn't have a big smash really
quickly. It was a siow thing and
wehad o work el hard 0 gt
where we are t

Did you envisage just how

Havmg said that, ‘A Farowell
ToKings'and ‘Hemispheres

o i4ce ofmy Wit on gulter |
ith them

“Not really. | think every
young musician can relate to
this —you have this sort of

different point of
View because looking at 86 keys

countsee Cor bt ey

infront of youis a lot different to

e, But at
the same time we'rs recorcing

at's kind of
gargerous for aband ko s,
Sowe conscious effort
oo ey Reera tryto

picking up a gutar.
play aitle bitof keyboards, bass

digitally now

o h

ange

1ifls on it very hard when you're you hold ream of making I but don't
'rwva toget melodies across, So . on the length of an LP? “Well those were all the really know what that me
e , but we achieved  You just 30 for this bifnd goa\
of value, Our & sound on ‘Moving closed gndlyour

heart wide open andlet hings.
Nappen from there

st youte gohos s v
what 52 1ke whanyou get

ere.
“I don't think any of us

and guitar
range to choose from.”

‘when we cutf. There you're

s0me fresh bloor
Whon o edehthe stage

this would go
and i don't think we ke to think
aboutit either!”
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