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'FAd'mirers pay homage to ragtime great, Scott Joplin

NEW YORK == When
Scott Joplindledon Aprid 1,
1917, at the age of 48 he
was burled at St. Michael's
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cemeotery here without cer-
emony or gravestone. He
died pennlless and friend-
less, although he was recog-
nized as the pre-eminent
ragtime planist of his day.

His ragtime composl-
tlons, such as “The Enter-
tainer,” “Maple Leaf Rag"”
and '"Rose Time Rag"
were among the most popu-

#x| lar tunes at the turn of the

century, and they began to
come to the public's atten-

tion agaln last year, when
they were released as part
of the sound track of the
Academy Award-winning
movie, "“The Sting.” The
musle itself won an Oscar
for Marvin Hamlisch, who
adapted It for the film.

Because of the movle,
milllons of people have lis
tened to the music of Scott
Joplin,

Thirty of those people’

quletly gathered last Sun-
day at St. Michael's in Asto-

ria in the borough of
Queens to pay their re-
spects to the composer and
to express thelr feelings of
shame that “this renowned
and unique Americanlies In
an unmarked grave In
Queens.”

“I can't begin to imaglne
how many millions of dol-
lars have been made from
Joplin’s music,’’ sald
George Taylor of Queens.
“It's surprising that not one
of the people who made
that money is here.”

Joplin would probably
not have been surprised. At
the height of his success,
phonograph records were
ust beginning to gain pub-

lo acceptance, and his
musle was the kind played
in dance halls and saloons
~—not inconcert halls. Thus,
the only real source of in-
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come that Joplin has was
from his own performances
and from the sale of music

During those years, how-
ever, copyright laws were
used strictly for the benefit
of sheet music publishers.
Throughout his career Jop-
lin recelved outright pay-
ments from the publishers
—never any royalties from
the sale of his music.

“Few black composers
existed in those days, yet
Scott Joplin would not al-
low himself to be defeated
by prejudice and discrimi-
nation, even though he felt
he was chasing a dream,”
sald Felix Cuervo, presi-
dent of the Native New
Yorkers Historlcal Associa-
tlon, which sponsored Sun-
day’s gathering.

The American Society of
Composers, Authors and
Publishers has Indicated

. that it will place a grave

site In October,

Cuervo sald he hoped
that enough money would
be ralsed to place a stone at
the burlal site.

“In a way, it's kind of
nice,” sald one observer,
“that the people who care

not the ones what
o lot richer,’

are the ones whom Joplin
made a little happler, and
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3 Now through Labor Day
One low admission price buys

all this entertainment!
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] Ohio Folk Festival
Tractor Pull Contest
Baton Twirling Contest
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Y GREAT STEAKS ¢
AT LOW STAKES |

— The Piowa Deoler, Fridoy August 23, 19M

The $2.95
Char-Bmiled Sirloin

We take a great cut of meat, USDA Cholce or betier,
char-broll it to a tum and serve 1t sizzling, surrounded by
crisp golden onion rings and a piping hot baked Idaho potato.
We bring our Salad Unlimited to your table,
And we serve up a loaf of our hot-baked French bread.
All for $2.95. Complete.
Every day of the week — including weekends.
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o ©

Mark Figetakis -

“Tho Rpls Steakeny |

President

LRI

Open daily 9:00 AM to 10 00 PM...
rain or shine. Plenty of Irge parking.
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SeaWorld 74 is a v.ho's day of la
and excitement. There's tie fishigst poli
the year In the nevs Shamu For Mayo
You'll thrill to the “Roaring 20's Water Fr

a musical extravaganza on water an

sky. There's the hilarious “Game-Game
_8how featuring dolphins as panelists. /
Ding-A-Ling Bros. Seal & Penguin Circus
_you the Great Sealini and his mystifying
It's all new. One low price buys It all. Adult
children (4-12) $2 50, k dis under foL

Get discount coup
Manners Big Boy Restau

Geaupa Lake, Rt. 43, Aurora, Ohlo. 23 1.
8.E. of Clevelard. Exit 12 or 13, Ohlo Tut



