£

S SR S o

18

THE PLAIN DEALER, THUI

No bums, ?uéh; they wow Coliseu

By Anastasia Pastsios

Rush is a rock 'n* roll band that has
always gotten the bummest of bum raps
.. from critics. 1 honestly don't understand why.
The Canadiap trio i3 hated by the media
worse than any other mainstream, mass.
popularity rock group, it seems — worse
than Styx, Journey, Reo — anyone.
Perhaps it is because the group’s music

is an off-center, indescribable’ melding of
. several slrands of rock music that most rock

Journey/Slyx-slyle squish rock. Yet Rush is
wholly none of these. The band is original —
.and isn't that good. Z
Critics® views have never hampered the
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. Yes often was. *

to replace Lee's volce az a dog attraction.
Also noticeable was the lyrical change.
The band has taken a stab at describing some
of the experiences that might rvelate more
closely to their teen-aged audience. “Subdivis
sions" is keenly observed and provocative.

With its recent, earthier album, the group
seems to have gotten a new shot of life. Their
concert here in May 1981, the last in this
area, was wearying for a band’ that always
played its heart out on stage for the peple
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pudlic’s enthusiasm for Rush and a capacity
crowd at the Coliseurn last night was vocal In
its opproval o everything the group did.
(Rush will appear again tomorrow.)

Instrumentally, the group has always been
a knockout. Its songs are those- multipart,
highly involved flights harking back to the
let's show-off kind of picces that were popu-
lar in the carly 1970s.

sound ponderous. but if one immerses oneself ets.

in Alex Lifeson's- sleck guitar playing and
Geddy Lee’s full sounding keyboards, listen-
ing can be as pleasurable as listening to early

This time, the group was lively, ‘mobile
and affable. Even the lights were brighter,
which added a more extroverted, less dis-
tanced feel to the show.

Surprisingly, the group dispensed with
most of its moré recent heavy AOR favorites
early in the show, “Tom Sawyer,” “Free
Will” and even “Subdivisions.” It left its very

Unfortunately, much of the media npplles
its basic Clash standards to everything. So
naturally, drummer Neil Peart’s fascination
with science fiction and the future come off

m audience
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that creates moods through drawn-out instru-

mental f{lights rather
songs.

Opening act Rory Gallagher also bmught
back some betler memories from the past.
‘The Irish singer/songwriter/guitarist plays a

than through short

heavily blues-hased style that is less preva-
lent now than it was a decade ago. In the
right hands, like Gallagher's, it can still come

off with the same steamy urgency it did 10

years ago. Certain picces, like”the set closer
“The Big Gung,"” flirted with heavy metal,
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crowd responded by demanding an encore.
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Elektra

Carol Bates, rear, plays Klytaimestra
and Anne E. Twitchell her daughter
Elektra in “Elektra,” to be given in a
new translation by James E. Barthel-
mess at Cleveland State University's
Factory Theater Nov. 11-21, Barthel-
mess is associate professor of Greek
and Latin at CSU, Eugene Hare, as-

sistant professor of dramatic arts, di-
rects.

He conquered
an.empire
to avenge

his father's
death...
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“An exploswely sensational
movie.

"_Bernard Drew

The Gannett Newspapers

“Great adult drama . . .
superstar movie that is bound
to cause considerable contro-
versy.” —Gary Franklin

CB3-TV, Los Angeles
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