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LIFESON TTUMIES

Eschewmg botties of Jack Daniel’s and girls in bikinis, RUSH guitarist
ALEX '‘Proud To Be Boring'  LIFESON [plctured left) finds ‘time’ tu plug new
album ‘Hold Your Fire’ and discuss the meaning of life with MARK

PUTTERFORD
‘I'turn my back to the windg, damn long to make! A coupla rong time. | think this is a to your imagination. In
I catch my breath before | months to write, six weeks to ery personal song from Neil, comparison, ‘Friday The 13th’
start off again. .. get everything together and | bet we've all been is just very trashy, very
(‘Time Stand Still')  before going into the studio ough the experience that unnecessary.”
LEX LIFESON. the proper, and then four to six Bdescribes here. :

' mr:mths of actual studio ‘High Water’ on the other ﬁ re Rush lyrics supposed
pleasantand time.” Anid concerns perhaps our to leave a certain amount
unaffected guitarist Butit's all wo metelfStinct—our return  to the listener’s imagination?

of mega-band Rush, result is 3 ater. We speattthe first “Well, Neil's writing is
slowly unfolds a copy of sti %

his itinerary for the day
with the barest hint of a
sigh. Interviews, photo
sessions, meetings .

1] messur to the top qua
techno rock of ‘Power

ind months of our . difficult to interpret at the
: . and | mean, even best of times,"” Alex laughs,
g hat we evolved from aven for me! We discuss the

2 58as, 50 returning to -::5 with Neil and try to
ally has to be the arstand them, because
stinct, wgn the same group as

most accomplished albums natural

there's hardly time UFa of the year for sure, an/d &n - him afgywe do have to know
cup of tea in betweef the appraprlatﬁ‘ and thoughtful gther instinct we what we sa‘yring! But | think
appointments t aveto study of time’ (and ave,” Alex continues, his lyrics achbecoming easier
be packed intg : 5 18th year “is the killerinstinct = the to understaRd, It's a shame

ability to k
ery all. We're a
terrible po

for no reason at Neil's not here
apable of this able to answe

dash aroung ESDEI‘EIIEHI" v Batarth :
SQITS aefier than me.

trying tn kekp everythmg

tos I tell him | mportant to\keep it under Why does Neiksty away
quie have time . and Tt s wis e, D
studios d Key' is all about.™ Neltactratty doesrie minhd

ngrticularly poignant doing interviews, b

Alex a hghtafrhe prefers to do thepfpitour,
engag  m: when he feelsit’spaltiof the
the ess e hdarg

If on TASDS aVery private
still. If only you could fi WL S e really cherishes
your b hao i : ¥Spare time, away ffam the
change and live certain any if sdyme spotlight—and | guesg that's
moments in your life for a ereduﬁb partly why he wrote ‘Nlission’
little bit longer. | mean, didn"t *"_ | mean, on the new album. It degls
those teenage years when here,r with the obsession arists of
you discpvered exciting new pick up 2 af any kind have with their art,
bands ljke Rush flash by too SOMEeone ﬂu and how you have to pay the
quickly? And wouldn't it be someone i price for your self-safisfaction
great to'\press some kind of of vour chilth ur or success. That pricefs
pausebun and savour the behaviour atura usually your privacy, and it's
good things in life right now? L‘-etn extreme and something he toucheéd on

Right ngw I'm sharingapot u i would be capable of before with ‘Limeljght’ from
of tea with\A &‘n.' Lifeson in his - ng someone. Everyone i s’ album
West Londor hntel And pyld.” You say Neil igd private
‘time’ is the Basic concept r p you agree with the lyrics on
from which the'new Rush . ﬂ that violent movies 2" are much
album, ‘Hold Mc ﬁ nbo’ can trigger off aland revealing
uriginated. B IR tr'nct? ing he's written

In fact, it's been\a*long time an see that if someone
since Hush released.d very little p 3 i5 = tally ore e}tiﬂnalw at's true. Most of

"'Lyrm priting has been from

point of a mere

rver, looking at facts and

r‘uﬂlnE on facts. He never

aches, but suggests a
tnfviewandtries to get

pedple to think about that

ply look  padicular topic a little more.

.}
album; it's two 'gfearsce
‘Power Windows'. The *h

very much masters of the
own destiny in both a crea
and productivity sense aftg
years of international

success, like to take morg
time off these days and bé

ific,

movidlike Hamb
rigget off som ethm
yes, Iexccmsmers "B
now We're dealing wuh
censorship and . . . well, thege
are lots of people whe A6
hc-s nwes :

s rwng intg/thi
tll‘h’.‘:tl'-.ﬂal‘gfr

at this one

home in Canada with their the motiva - as+trarmless “But this record is generally
families. Alex, Geddy Lee and to do things, And the ins tE mment What can you more personal, and deals
Meil Peart are all married with  that we all i gve to achieve - ? with growing up, the
children (Alex has two sonsof somethin - nur lives. Hawever, | do feel that importance of time and all
17 and 10, Geddy has a son of 2 Instm b something lehce in graphic detail on that kinda stuff. Like, ‘Turn
six and Neil a daughter of MNeil wro -i on ‘Open - in movies — like people The Page’ describes how our
nine), and as they find Secrets' & |ghWaIEr’ i ge ngthew heads chopped lives are written out on a
themselves in their 30s they Alex add |th ‘Open bff —isn't necessary at all. page, how each experience is
realise the importance of Secrets’ lthml»: we’re dealing ook at Alfred Hitchcock; you  written on another page, and
slowing their pace down. No,  with the defensive barriers never saw anyone hawng how going through life is like
when it comes to making that we put up instinctively their flesh ripped open or flicking through a book.
albums these days, Rush certain situations and anything, you just saw the “"And then ‘'Tai Shan" was
certainly don't. relationships, and how we curtain gemg pulled openand  inspired by a cycling trip Neil
“The thing is," Alex to protect ourselves from th od going down the undertook in China a coupla
explains, “albums take so lowering our defences at t , le. . .the rest was left years ago, where at one point
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“But yeah, after 13 years it
&HTES@N is a bit strange playing to
young kids, and | must admit
FROM PREVIOUZ PAGE that for the first few dates of a
tour | feel like an old fart

he was up on @ mountain and jumping around onstage! But

was amazed by the sight of after a week or so you get

this great expanse oftimeless | ;cad 10 it again and you begin
land. He looked around him to feel comfortable with the
and thought how in amillion  gjryation — especially as, if I'm
years time it'll all still be allowed to say so, Rush is
there, whereas notrace of us  gch 3 good live band. If |

will be. It was a very didn’t think we were great live
enlightening experience for I'd quit touring tomorrow.”

him, and the one thing that You must be good at
which really turned Neil on to something to have retained

the: Tina concepy: such a loyal following after 13
years!
T he ‘time’ concept is no “HA! Yeah, we do have a
more apparent than on very loyal following and
Time Stand Still", which is we're all very proud of that. |
really the most self- think we've been able to keep
explanatory song on ‘Hold that following by progressing
Your Fire’. and trying something new
“Yeah, it's really just saying  With each album and tour,
that so often things go by and | think we’ll always sell a
that, in retrospect, you feel certain amount of reco n:':s just
yvou didn't absorb as well as to the people u'.[hu re curious
you could've done,” says to see what we've done.

Alex. “It's about the wish for !
the ability to just stop things @” you have yourfans in
absorb them a little more, and  record an album, or do you

it simply please yourselves?

i TR0 v bt sotfish )

Are you worried about guess, but we record stuff to
getting older, then? please ourselves. We set

“Oh no, no. | mean, it'd be standards for ourselves and
great to have the we try 1o meet those
youthfulness of an 18 yearold  Standards with every record.
happier now at 34 than |lwas  more people than ourselves
at 18. I'm a lot more stable then that's great. If not, at
now, and in fact every year|  leastwe've done something
feel better and better about we wanted to do; we have to
my life and how I'm living it be more artistically satisfied
... although itis a little more  thancommercially satisfied
difficult to lose weight when . .. although that's easy to
you're clder!” Alex laughs, say when you already have
referring to the fact that he's : ?}memlal success like we

recently put on 12 pounds i
after giving up smoking. JAre you aware of what your

“No, | don't think this__——7 /faltswal t from a Rush album,
record is acry to beyoung | though? ==

again, | think it's just being ."f,." Eﬁhintﬂhﬁjﬁ int us to do
arding /| whatwe've alwaysdone —

reflective and | s

experiencesqn a differemt /| tﬂh"; : ﬂtlj :ﬁé;fﬁ;ﬂiﬂ s ums

light. ¥ou know, you come up \ IS5

through your teens ang} J.-? some sort. | think it's -

and yo bally | expected of us to try

ploug i 1 sonTething-new-a

whe gach record, andwe d

find y = ugh we kn \
ou slow : B pernme 1

little and begi ven'te Tf orked- But yo

more./| think it's J esand ||

Neil's thoughts to betame 0\ prasit tioe. - 3

more reflective at this point j ans are critical

his life}" 'R 5. II'sit down and

. ,-:;5: vou do get afgf&dn aI mmjl:fﬂ . ?_I‘éréxgﬁ; if
ind it strange jum u , : '

' ? ing & 2 decide the

stage and playing to kids | thay de ey, don't like//
e eldest higtthis or this track, it's /)
Fﬂu?g r}{,_a;n FGU{/E est | . f,n? at

son 3 for us just to know
"Well, | ce . e takeri the fime to

about that,” A .' our wo \

subdue a smile 5 Y@s il Surprge you that a

astonished m of fans still 2112

anything tha‘rt_| i
to stay together this long, but . b
hﬁml:'rsa u?-re've manage o thinks that, but it s
retain such an amount [ProBably the people wha'rein
artistic and commercial |[their mid-20s now and who
success without re growing up through
compromising or losing any eir teens when that aloum
integrity, I'm very proud that out. Your teens are very
we have lasted. ant years of your life -




you tend to absorb
everything —and | guess
those people felt a great
affinity with '2112".

“We know that "2112" was
an important album for us — it
was a very complete album —
and even the ‘2112° tour was
special because it was the
first one where we started to
use back-projections and that
kinda stuff.

“But we'll continue to press
ahead and do exactly what
we feel is the right thing to
do, whatever people say of
our current direction. And of
course, we feel that the latest
thing we've done is our best
album.”

It's certainly one of the
most accessible albums Rush
have done. ..

“Yeah, people have said
that,” Alex nods, “but that's
totally unintentional on our
part.

“Actually, | worry about
becoming too commercial
sometimes. | mean, for a
record company or a
manager commerciality is a
good thing of course. But if
you have hit singles and
become a household name
you lose your cult status, and
there’s an appeal in having a
cult status because your
audience tends to be more
critical, more attentive and
more serious about your
music. Your music doesn't
become a backdrop because
your fans listen to your
albums three or four times
before really getting into it,
and we'd prefer our audience
to have to take time to ‘get
into’ our record, rather than
just hear it on the radio and
hum it in the bath.”

Yes, Vou're very serious
about vour music and
lyrics, and can hardly be
classed as a fun rock'n’roll
band! Are you basically
boring old farts?

"Yeah, | think we are pretty
boring people,” Alex laughs.
“lI mean, we've had our share
of crazy parties and living out
the typical rock'n’roll lifestyle.
But our music has always
been very, very important to
us, and although it's always
tempting to be humourous
and adopt a 'don’t give a s* *t’
attitude, we never thought
that kind of approach would
last the test of time. | mean,
you're putting your signature
on something, so you want it
to have validity and be taken
seriously.

“No, you don’t see us
holding bottles of Jack
Daniel’s and posing with girls
in bikinis . . . but after a while
that gets boring and you
realise that there's much
more interesting things to do
in life.”

Wouldn't you like to push

all the seriousness to one side

fora moment and do a
straightforward, AC/DC-type

rock’n’roll album, though? 5 be less reliant on synths ever
“No, and | think if | really _,f'ﬂ"-.lsin{:e ‘Signals’, an album |

wanted to be a //\'can't even bring myself to

straightforward rock’'n’ roll—// \listen to now!”

guitarist I'd make payfeelingy’ b

known in the bafd and we'd/ q notherfeature on the

all work to er until we // /] |t New alburi{which

worked something out.  // ingidentally was produced by
“But L.prefer being much Peter Collins) is the gal

more in'the backgrey i vocalist on ‘Time Stand Still’.

my guitar work, creg Hc:wﬁ;d that idea c:nmk%\

ther things to hag ell, we just thought i
; something I've d suit the song,” '
very hatd over the y ought about ||

since our pre-synth days

w!':ﬁn | had to'fill a lot 9

with my guitar. |
As there are ;%I\,ﬂf %'

keyboards in Husﬁ,-‘mu#’c:- E?\\I

today, do you ever miss tha\" )|

space you once had bet

just bass, drums/and guitar?’|
"Well, keyboards haye )| worked out really well.

becomig.an intggral paft ofthe  Hervoice blends with/’

Rush sotind now, but4) ({1 [1 eddy's.perfedtly and | think

dﬁ..rnarnn?ﬁwﬁl,thin : fl{.-.*ﬁ\ iticreate: right”

have a lot ofjs i (¢ || a

W \ atmospherefar the song. It's
n& | just someth w for Rush
: ) r \lli_ h:__::-_'-_'_.-...
basically a three pie W

: iedd) \\y U .As is putting ten tracks
rocking out—andin Qﬁ I fl bﬁ the new album — the most
t

i La F at first,
e approached ||
de because we
ne'd be perfect. But
@s unavailable at
tife so'wve called in /|
imee Mannwho was in/a
and called Til Tuesday/and

think keyboards ha ken |f I’r are’s been on a Rush studio
more of a back seat his | ||album since ‘Caress Of Steel’
album. We've wanted Rush td /lin 75.

|!II.'I,-I
ALEX LIFESON: “After I3 years j
playing to young kids, and |

it is a bit strange
it that for the first few

dates of a tour I feel like an old fart jumping around on stagel”

5

“Yeah, well we just thought
it'd be great to have 50
minutes of music, to give
geaple more VFM, | guess.

lus, we were aware that
actual record sales only range
from between 10-20% these
days, with CDs and cassettes
taking over the market. So we
thought we wouldn't worry
about the time limitations of
the traditional album and
stick a coupla extra tracks on
i.”

E{}W about the time

limitations of your next
tour; will a visit to Blighty fit
into your schedule this time?

“Yes. | know we spoke
about coming to Europe
around the time of ‘Power
Windows’, but when it came
down to finalising dates we
really didn’t have the time.
This time, even before we
finalised the American dates,
we planned to come to
Europe for a full tour in April.
It's 99% certain.”

You won't just be doing
Donington, or something.. . .

“No, we've never said we'd
do Donington,” Alex stresses,
“even though we're
rumoured to be doing it every
year. We don't want to work
during the summer, and in
any case, we don't like doing
festivals because we feel our
show works much better in an
enclosed arena where you're
not at the mercy of the
elements.”

What about a live album? In
the past you've released one
after every four studio
albums. . . and ‘Hold Your
Fire'is the fourth release
since ‘Exit Stage Left’. . .

“Actually, we've been
recording our shows for
some time now, and there
will be a live album out
probably late next year,” says
Alex. "We recorded a lot of
stuff from the ‘Grace Under
Pressure’ tour, two or three
weeks worth of dates from
the ‘Power Windows' tour
and we plan to record a
coupla weeks worth of shows
from our forthcoming tour.
So we should have a great
cross-section of material to
choose from.

“Also, | think Rush is
coming to the end of another
chapter in its career, and a
live album will be a nice way
of tying it all up. And this will
be the last record on our
current deal with our record
company and they had the
option of a live album. So
whichever way you look at it,
the time is right for another
Rush live album.”

Unfortunately, the time
isn‘t right for any more
questions. A shake of the
hand, a smile, and the genial
guitarist is whisked away to

x another interview.

&

Still, for an hour or so at
least, it seemed as though
time did indeed stand still.
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